---------------------------------------------------- HISTORICAL DISCOURSE

the agent's action. The man is mistaken for God. World history
slowly evolves from the continuous interplay of two forces: the
activity of individuals and the design of Providence. The word that
defines the second is progress. Time and space are our?. We can
retard or accelerate progress. We cannot prevent it.

Progress is the law of God. That law will he carried out, whatever
we do. But its progressive fulfilment does not relieve us of responsi-
bility for our acts or even reduce the amount of our responsibility.
The sins and mistakes of one generation serve as lessons to succeed-
ing generations; but the generation that sins or errs deserves blame
or punishment, and punishment it will suffer, either here on earth or
elsewhere.

The invasions of the Latin world by the races of the North destroyed
Roman civilization. They gave Italy over to massacres and plunder-
ings of every description and established conditions of semi-barbarism
on lands that had once known free citizenship, art and industry. Some
centuries later we find the Roman world replaced by a Latin-German
world. Civilization had recovered in extension what it had lost in
depth and intensity. The barbarians had carried back to their forests
many influences from the civilization with which they had been at
mortal grips. So a vast field had been opened and prepared for a new
synthesis, in other words, for Christian civilization. Well, in view of
that, are we to admire Alaric and Attila as standard-bearers of civiliza-
tion? Should the sons of Romans have enrolled under the banners of
the invaders?

During the later Middle Ages men who spilled oceans of blood to
vent their thirst for dominion founded monarchies, and so unwittingly
prepared the ground for our modern nationalities, which in turn to-day
are summoning the peoples to a consciousness of their collective exis-
tence and so are preparing the ground for the destruction of monarchical
dogma and for the triumph of republicanism. Should we on that
account glorify and venerate the treachery and the cruelty of a
Louis XI. or others like him?

Every tyranny, even the worst sort of tyranny, leads infallibly in
ten, twenty, thirty years, to a greater development of freedom. By a
law that seems to be basic in the nature of things, the human spirit
proportions its activity to the pressure that is exerted upon it. Are
we therefore bound to raise altars to our tyrants? There was an
ancient heresy that worshipped Judas ; for, so it was argued, had it
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